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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed September 1 1 , 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant suggests that neither the admitted prior or the Potrebic 
reference teach or suggest, "a device that presents a user interface that displays 
characteristics in the metadata of a currently viewed program or segment" or 
"updating viewer preferences in accordance with user selections with respect to 
the displayed characteristics" however in applicant's original claims, claim 2 is 
drawn to a device capable to perform processing wherein, "in response to a 
command, presenting a user interface that displays characteristics [of a currently 
viewed program or segment] represented in the metadata of a program or 
segment." This function, of displaying the characteristics of a currently viewed 
program, which is performed by said device, is not restricted, as applicant 
suggests, to "updating user preferences during or in connection with" (see [pg. 7, 
para. 1]) " using (viewing) [a] grid" (see [pg. 7, II. 1-2]). For this reason, the 
teaching of an "interactive feature. ..typically displayed over the image of the 
program currently being viewed... [including] information about the program 
including the name. ..[etc.]" (see [9]) of the admitted prior art does in fact teach 
the ability of a device to, "in response to a command, presenting a user interface 
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that displays characteristics [of a currently viewed program] represented in the 
metadata of a program or segment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicant's admitted prior art (hereinafter APA), in view of Potrebic, U.S. Patent No. 
6,798,971 B2 (hereinafter Potrebic). 

Regarding claims 1 and 5: Applicant discloses a method realized 
through a programmable device comprising a computer readable medium storing 
programming code for controlling the device to perform processing (see [5] for 
digital video receiver devices with data processing and storage capabilities) 
comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes timing and descriptive data for 
television programs (see [fig. 3], [6], [10]); 

in response to a command, presenting a user interface that displays 
characteristics represented in the metadata of a program or segment (see [figs. 1 
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& 2], [5], [6] for an IPG able to receive commands from the user which displays 
program information); 

receiving user selections with respect to the displayed characteristics (see 
[7] for receiving user selections); 

updating viewer preferences in accordance with the user selections (see 
[7] for updating viewing preferences); and 

wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed program or segment (see [9]). 

While applicant's admitted prior art teaches all of the aforementioned 
elements with respect to its application to programs, the admitted prior art does 
not explicitly teach applying said elements to segments. 

Potrebic teaches dividing programs into segments to enable viewers to 
access program segments quickly and easily in the same manner as a viewer 
would interact with a program (see [fig. 7], [abstract], [column 2 lines 24-37], 
[column 6 lines 20-27], [column 7 lines 46-52], [column 13 lines 26-41] where the 
data is equivalent to metadata in that it is a computer-readable data which 
contains information regarding the segment). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use segments, as taught in Potrebic, in the same or 
similar manner as programs, as taught in applicant's admitted prior art, because 
programs are made up of segments (i.e. program segments) and providing 
metadata for segments allows a viewer to quickly and easily view a segment of 
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interest and the related data for that segment (see Potrebic [column 2 lines 35- 
37]). 

Regarding claim 2: The combined teachings of APA, in view of Potrebic, 
teach wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed program (see APA [9] for displaying an interactive program 
banner over the image of the viewed program). 

Regarding claim 3 The combined teachings of APA, in view of Potrebic, 
teach wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed segment (see APA [9] for displaying an interactive program 
banner over the image of the viewed program which inherently includes all 
program segments). 

Regarding claim 4: The combined teachings of APA, in view of Potrebic, 
teach wherein the characteristics comprise at least one of categories and key 
words (see APA [8], [10] where a program genre is synonymous with a category 
and it is disclosed that program genre and keywords are stored as 
characteristics). 

Regarding claim 6: APA discloses a method in a programmable device, 
comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes timing and descriptive data for 
television programs (see [fig. 3], [6], [10]); 

and in response to a command, updating viewer preferences stored by the 
device in accordance with program characteristics represented in the program 
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metadata of a currently viewed program (see [7], [9] for updating viewing 
preferences in response to a command and being capable of doing so for a 
currently viewed program). 

While applicant's admitted prior art teaches all of the aforementioned 
elements with respect to its application to programs, the admitted prior art does 
not explicitly teach applying said elements to segments. 

Potrebic teaches dividing programs into segments to enable viewers to 
access program segments quickly and easily in the same manner as a viewer 
would interact with a program (see [fig. 7], [abstract], [column 2 lines 24-37], 
[column 6 lines 20-27], [column 7 lines 46-52], [column 13 lines 26-41] where the 
data is equivalent to metadata in that it is a computer-readable data which 
contains information regarding the segment). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use segments, as taught in Potrebic, in the same or 
similar manner as programs, as taught in applicant's admitted prior art, because 
programs are made up of segments (i.e. program segments) and providing 
metadata for segments allows a viewer to quickly and easily view a segment of 
interest and the related data for that segment (see Potrebic [column 2 lines 35- 
37]). 

Regarding claims 7 and 11: APA discloses a method realized through a 
programmable device comprising a computer readable medium storing 
programming code for controlling the device to perform processing (see [5] for 
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digital video receiver devices with data processing and storage capabilities) 
comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes timing and descriptive data for 
programs (see [fig. 3], [6], [10]); 

in response to a command, presenting a user interface that displays 
characteristics represented in the metadata of a program or segment (see [figs. 1 
& 2], [5], [6] for an IPG able to receive commands from the user which displays 
program information); 

receiving user selections with respect to the displayed characteristics (see 
[7] for receiving user selections); 

updating viewer preferences in accordance with the user selections (see 
[7] for updating viewing preferences); 

identifying and displaying to the user additional programs having 
characteristics in common with the selected characteristics (see [8] for a guide 
which can be filtered to identify and display programs having selected 
characteristics), and 

wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed program or segment (see [9]). 

While applicant's admitted prior art teaches all of the aforementioned 
elements with respect to its application to programs, the admitted prior art does 
not explicitly teach applying said elements to segments. 
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Potrebic teaches dividing programs into segments to enable viewers to 
access program segments quickly and easily in the same manner as a viewer 
would interact with a program (see [fig. 7], [abstract], [column 2 lines 24-37], 
[column 6 lines 20-27], [column 7 lines 46-52], [column 13 lines 26-41] where the 
data is equivalent to metadata in that it is a computer-readable data which 
contains information regarding the segment). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use segments, as taught in Potrebic, in the same or 
similar manner as programs, as taught in applicant's admitted prior art, because 
programs are made up of segments (i.e. program segments) and providing 
metadata for segments allows a viewer to quickly and easily view a segment of 
interest and the related data for that segment (see Potrebic [column 2 lines 35- 
37]). 

Regarding claim 8: The combined teachings of APA, in view of Potrebic, 
teach wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed program (see APA [9] for displaying an interactive program 
banner over the image of the viewed program). 

Regarding claim 9: The combined teachings of APA, in view of Potrebic, 
teach wherein the program or segment for which characteristics are displayed is 
a currently viewed segment (see APA [9] for displaying an interactive program 
banner over the image of the viewed program which inherently includes all 
program segments). 
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Regarding claim 10: The combined teachings of APA, in view of 
Potrebic, teach wherein the characteristics comprise at least one of categories 
and key words (see APA [8], [10] where a program genre is synonymous with a 
category and it is disclosed that program genre and keywords are stored as 
characteristics). 

Regarding claim 12: APA discloses a method in a programmable device, 
comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes timing and descriptive data for 
television programs (see [fig. 3], [6], [10]); 

in response to a command, identifying and displaying to the user 
additional programs having characteristics in common with characteristics 
represented in the metadata of a currently viewed program segment (i.e. a 
segment is an inherent part of a program) (see [8] for a guide which can be 
filtered to identify and display programs having selected characteristics; see also 
[9] where information regarding the currently viewed program can be accessed 
as well). 

While applicant's admitted prior art teaches all of the aforementioned 
elements with respect to its application to programs, the admitted prior art does 
not explicitly teach applying said elements to segments. 

Potrebic teaches dividing programs into segments to enable viewers to 
access program segments quickly and easily in the same manner as a viewer 
would interact with a program (see [fig. 7], [abstract], [column 2 lines 24-37], 
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[column 6 lines 20-27], [column 7 lines 46-52], [column 13 lines 26-41] where the 
data is equivalent to metadata in that it is a computer-readable data which 
contains information regarding the segment). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use segments, as taught in Potrebic, in the same or 
similar manner as programs, as taught in applicant's admitted prior art, because 
programs are made up of segments (i.e. program segments) and providing 
metadata for segments allows a viewer to quickly and easily view a segment of 
interest and the related data for that segment (see Potrebic [column 2 lines 35- 
37]). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5080. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 . 

J. Thomas 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



